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" 8. Intercaste marriages are not allowed under the present
law. They must be legalized. It was an institution freely recog-
nized by our ancients. Many of our sages, such as Vasishtha, Vyasa,
Narada and Parashara were the offspring of intercaste marriages.
If I may marry a Christian wife lawfully why may not I be
permitted to marry a Hindu wife though of another caste ?
" 9. An orphan is declared ineligible for adoption. If ever a
TDoy be fit for adoption, it is the orphan, and yet we have the
prohibition.
" 10. Widows are not allowed to adopt unless they have been
authorized by the husband or the consent of sapindas is taken.
Authority should be presumed, and the widow allowed to adopt
unless directed by the husband not to do so. This is the law in
Bombay.
" There are many more such instances. I have chosen only
a few.
" Thinking people feel the oppressiveness and desire reform.
The only way of changing the law is by legislation. The legislature
Is unable to pass any law without consulting public opinion. And
public opinion can only be consulted by a committee appointed
for the purpose. Hence I moved a resolution in the last budget
session of our Assembly asking for the appointment of a committee
to go into the question, take evidence, and report thereon, formu-
lating suggestions for legislative action. It was unanimously passed
by the House,
" The committee has not yet been appointed, though people
all over the State desire it. The fear seems to be that British India
not having moved in the matter yet, it may be that any attempt
by Mysore might be laughed at. This is absurd as you said. Mysore
is peculiarly fitted to undertake the work, whereas there are real
difficulties with British India. Mysore has peculiar advantages
which it would be unwise on our part to ignore. We have now a
most enlightened ruler and an equally earnest and progressive
Dewan. If we cannot effect the desired reforms now, we never can
hope to do it.
" Can you not take up this matter in Young India ? "
THe prominence I have given to the foregoing need not
imply that I endorse every one of the reform suggested by
the writer. That some of them require immediate attention
I have no doubt. Nor have I any doubt that all of them
demand serious consideration from those who would rid
Hindu society of its anachronisms.
In pre-British days there was no such thing as rigid
Hindu Law governing the lives of millions. The body of